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Prostitutes  Big  Complaint  in 
Chinatown,  Say  Chinatown 
Safety  Committee  Members 

//  hinatown  was  in  pretty  good  shape  — 
y  .  there  were  no  rapes  or  homicides 
during  the  month  of  March,"  said 
District  A-l  Boston  Police  Commander, 
Captain  Bernard  O'Rourke  at  the  April  3 
Chinatown  Safety  Committee  meeting.  But, 
despite  the  relatively  positive  announcement, 
there  was  one  big  complaint  by  those  who 
attended  the  meeting:  a  rise  in  prostitution. 

One  woman 
resident  at  the  meeting 
said  that  her  husband 
is  often  approached  by 
women  who  ask  him  if 
he's  a  cop,  and  once  he 
says  no,  the  women  tell 
him  that  they're  prosti¬ 
tutes  and  offer  their 
services.  Others  com¬ 
plained  about  prosti¬ 
tutes  making  hoise  and  trading  drugs. 

"We  put  two  more  cops  —  on  over¬ 
time  —  in  Chinatown  on  the  weekends,"  said 
O'Rourke  about  the  problem.  He  added  that 
the  cops  will  soon  start  focusing  more  on 
stopping  sex  sellers. 

"I  think  we  need  to  target  the  (pros¬ 
titutes)  this  time,"  he  said. 

Shifting  to  a  similar  topic,  the  com¬ 
mittee  briefly  discussed  Centerfolds. 

A  March  26  hearing  to  appeal  the 
strip  club's  liquor  license  was  postponed. 

"We're  getting  increasingly  frustrat¬ 
ed  (about  the  postponing  of  this  hearing)," 
said  a  committee  member.  "This  was  original¬ 
ly  supposed  to  be  in  January." 

The  hearing,  according  the  commit¬ 
tee  members,  is  a  preliminary  meeting  to  see 
what  the  Washington  Street  Task  Force's 
standing  is  on  being  able  to  have  Centerfold's 
liquor  license  appealed.  The  Washington 
Street  Task  Force  is  a  Chinatown  group  that 
works  to  get  rid  of  adult  entertainment  and 
seedy  elements  in  the  area. 

The  hearing  was  postponed  because 
the  judge  assigned  said  he  had  a  conflict  of 
interest.  A  new  hearing  has  yet  to  be  sched¬ 
uled. 

Also,  as  usual,  police  reported  on 
Chinatown  crime  statistics.  O'Rourke  said 
that  Chinatown  saw  30  Part-one  crimes,  or 
violent  incidents,  last  month  (this  number 
does  not  include  non-part-one  crimes). During 
March  of  last  year,  the  number  of  part-one 
crimes  was  37.  O'Rourke  said  that  police, 
during  last  month,  made  39  arrests  in 
Chinatown. 


—Adam  Smith 


INSIBE 

Cover  Story;  Not  Enough  Rinding  for 

Court  Interpreters,  Say  the 

Courts _ . _ P 3 


Robert  Reich  Interview  - 


P.6 


Traditions:  Asians  Using  the  Net _ P.7 

Calendar _ P5 

Talking  About  Chinese  With  Raymond 
Chang,  Author  of  "Speaking  of 
Chinese" _ PS 

Asian  American  Film  festival  Film 
Review _ P.8 


Overview  of  Career-to-School 
r*rogram _ 


Pj6 


New  Section:  AACA  News- 
Chinese  Section _ 


-P.4 


-P5-16 


Residents  Talk  About 
Liberty  Place 

By  Talia  Whyte 

The  debate  over  the  development 
of  the  Liberty  Place  apartment 
complex  continues  within  the 
Chinatown  community.  The  devel¬ 
opers  of  the  project  offer  to  bring 
more  business  to  the  Chinatown 
community  and  provide  more  hous¬ 
ing  for  Boston's  housing-crunched 
market.  However,  anger  is  growing 
among  some  residents  over  the 
potential  negative  effects  of  the 
developments.  Sampan  decided  to 
find  out  what  some  residents 
thought  about  the  project: 

"I  am  worried  about  gentrifi- 
cation,"  said  Marion  Lee,  a 
Chinatown  resident.  "I  think  the 
Chinese  traditions  and  history  even¬ 
tually  will  be  rubbed  away  over  the 
time  with  this  development  propos¬ 
al." 

"The  development  will  be 
good  because  it  will  bring  more  busi¬ 
ness  to  Chinatown,"  said  a  resident 
who  only  wanted  to  go  by  the  name 
Jill.  "I  don't  know  why  people 
wouldn't  want  more  business  in  the 
area.  The  people  who  are  going  to 
move  into  these  apartments  are  most 
likely  going  to  use  the  businesses  in 
the  area,  and  that  means  more 
money  for  the  community." 

"I'm  afraid  my  rent  will  go 
up  because  of  the  new  apartments," 
said  a  man  who  only  wanted  to  go 
by  the  name  John.  John  is  a 
Chinatown  resident  and  shop  owner. 
"I  went  to  a  couple  of  the  public 
meetings  the  developers  held,  and  it 
sounded  like  the  rent  for  the  apart¬ 
ments  are  going  to  be  expensive. 
Even  the  so-called  low-income  apart¬ 
ments  are  still  too  costly.  When  the 
rent  goes  up,  Chinatown  residents 
are  going  to  be  forced  to  move  out." 

"I  heard  that  the  developers 
will  be  removing  the  Liberty  Tree 
bookstore,  and  I  think  that  is  a  good 
thing,"  said  Yenny  Wang,  a 
store  employee.  "The  apart¬ 
ment  building  will  help  move 
out  some  of  the  adult  enter¬ 
tainment,  hopefully.  It  might 
make  the  neighborhood  more 
attractive  for  people  to  come 
to,  hopefully.  All  the  seedy 
sex  shops  and  strip  bars  will 
maybe  go  away  too." 

"I  am  concerned 
about  the  rising  rents,  but  I 
am  also  worried  about  the 
pedestrian  traffic  that  will 
build  up,"  said  Maya 
Kwan-Johnson, 

Chinatown  resident  and 
restaurant  employee,  "I 
think  the  apartment 
building  will  attract  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  think  this  is 
still  the  red  light  district, 
and  they  can  treat  the 
neighborhood  like  trash." 

"1  think  the 

development  is  good  but  I 
am  worried  about  raising 
rents,"  said  a  woman  who 
only  wanted  to  go  by  the 
name  Janny.  "But,  some¬ 
times  you  have  to  make 
concessions  if  you  want 
improvements.  I  would 
much  rather  have  slightly 
higher  rent  and  live  in  a 
safer  and  more 
respectable  neighborhood, 
than  to  live  in  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  with  tons  of  adult 
entertainment." 


Community  Spotlight: 


A  GROUP  OF 
ABOUT  40 
Chinese 
ELDERS  AND 
SERVICE  WORK¬ 
ERS  MET  AT 

the  State 
House  on 
April  8  to 

LOBBY  FOR  FOR 
NO  BUDGET 
CUTS  IN  STATE 
FUNDING  FOR 

ELDER  SERVICES.  THEY  CAME  FROM  80  MASON  PLACE,  SOUTH  COVE  PLAZA  EAST,  SOUTH  COVE 
Plaza  West  and  10  Temple  Place.  The  group  was  part  of  a  larger  senior  citizen  rally  at 
THE  STATE  HOUSE,  IN  WHICH  ABOUT  500  SENIORS  ASKED  FOR  BETTER  "HOME  CARE  SECURITY." 
(Above  photo  was  provided  by  Boston  Senior  Home  Care) 


IMMIGRANTS  CAME  FROM  ALL  OVER 

Massachusetts  to  join  in  on  this  year's 
Immigrants  Day  rally  at  the  State  House  on 
April  3.  The  event,  sponsored  by  the 
Massachusetts  Immigrant  and  Refugee 
Advocacy  Coalition,  advocated  for  funding 
for  Medical  interpreters  and  for  Adult  Basic 
Education,  and  allowed  immigrants  to  meet 

WITH  THEIR  REPRESENTATIVES.  FOR  MORE  ABOUT 
MIRA,  GO  TO  WWW.MIRACOALITION.ORG.  (IN  THE 
PHOTO  ON  RIGHT  ARE  ASIAN  AMERICAN  CIVIC 
Association  students  at  the  Rally) 
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Affordable  Senior  Rental  Housing? 
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BLUE  LEDGE  CO-OP 

15  Blue  Ledge  Drive,  ROSLINDALE 


OPEN  HOUSE 


The  building  features  include: 

I  Elegant  one-bedroom  apartments 
fc  Laundry  room 

I  Spacious  community  rooms  and  floor  lounges 
I  Social  and  recreational  activities 
I  Closed  circuit  camera  at  entry  for  security 

►  On  site  Security  Guard  and  an  emergency  call  system 

►  Conveniently  located  on  the  bus  line 
•  Participatory  management  system 

The  head  or  spouse  of  each  household 
must  be  at  least  62  years  of  age  or  older. 

INCOME  LIMITS  APPLY: 

J  person-  $25,950;  2  people  $29,700 
Rent  is  only  30%  of  your  household  income. 


May  2,  2002  1:00pm-3:00pm 


Call  1-800-225-3151 

to  place  your  name  on  the  waiting  list. 

(TDD  1-800-348-7011) 

See  oil  Aiout!  j2§ 


EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 
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Can’t  Speak  English?  Then  Yoi’ii  Have 


to  Wait  for  Justice 


If  you  re  a  non-native  English  speaker  living  in  America,  knowing  enough  English  to  ask  directions,  buy  groceries  and  open  a 
bank  account  will  get  you  pretty  far.  Knowing  enough  English  to  read  the  newspaper  and  hold  a  job  in  which  you  have  to  talk 
with  American-born  coworkers  will  get  you  even  further.  But,  a  fine  line  separates  those  who  know  enough  English  for  every¬ 
day  use  -  during  which  it's  no  big  deal  if  they  accidentally  say  'yes'  when  they  mean  'no'  or  they  politely  nod  their  head  when 
they  don't  fully  understand  someone  -  and  those  who  know  enough  English  to  save  themselves  from  a  potential  disaster  in  the 
courts.  That's  why  some  judges,  lawyers,  interpreters,  and  immigrant  advocates  are  so  worried  that  the  courts  are  running  out  of 
cash  to  pay  for  freelance  interpreters. 


After  an  April  11  lobbying  effort  meeting  at  the  State  House,  interpreters,  court 
workers  and  others  traveled  through  the  State  House  halls  in  groups  of  two  or  three  to 
talk  to  representatives.  Here,  Thomas  G.  Brophy,  middle,  of  Senator  Robert  S.  Creedon, 
Jr/s  office,  talks  with  interpreters  Debra  Danielle  (middle  right)  and  Annette  Ramos 
(left)  and  Boston  College  Clinical  Law  Professor  Carwina  Weng  (far  right). 


"My  views  are  that  this  is  a 
crisis  for  Massachusetts.  ...People 
who  don't  speak  perfect  English  won't 
be  getting  justice,"  said  John  T.  Lu, 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Boston 
Municipal  Court. 

Lu  and  many  others  fear  that 
those  who  aren't  proficient  in  English 
will  have  to  wait  to  have  their  case 
heard  -  and  that  includes  such  imme¬ 
diate  cases  as  those  concerning 
domestic  violence  or  restraining 
orders. 

To  respond  to  the  problem, 
the  Trial  Court  has  tried  to  cut  corners 
here  and  there  to  save  money:  The 
court  froze  new  hires,  reducing  its 
8,000  employees  by  270;  cut  travel  and 
supply  expenses;  gave  early  retire¬ 
ments  to  349  employees,  and  asked 
some  employees  to  work  8-days  with¬ 
out  pay.  But,  the  courts  and  advocates 
say  what  they  really  need  is  more 
state  money.  The  Trial  Court  Justice 
for  Administration  and  Management 
Barbara  A.  Dortch-Okara  is  asking  for 
$1.7  million  from  the  legislature  for 
supplemental  funds. 

"I  think  (funding  for  inter¬ 
preters)  is  something  that  should  be 
considered  one  of  the  top  funding  pri¬ 
orities  . . .  though  1  know  that  the  legis¬ 
lature  has  some  tough  cuts  to  make," 
said  Perry  Wu,  the  president  of  the 
Asian- American  Lawyers  Association  of 
Massachusetts. 

Because  of  the  state  financial 
mess,  however,  advocates  are  asking 
the  legislature  for  another  way  to  help 
fix  the  problem.  They  want  legislation 
that  would  extend  the  Trial  Court's 
authority  to  transfer  money  from  other 
Trial  Court  accounts  into  the  account 
that  includes  money  for  per  diem  inter¬ 
preters.  Right  now,  the  court's  power  to 
transfer  money  will  expire  April  30. 
They  want  to  extend  that  to  June  30. 

Court  Interpreters:  The  Way 
the  System  Works 

While  the  money  set  aside  for 
interpreters  has  been  evaporating,  the 
need  for  interpreters  has  been  increas¬ 
ing.  The  Trial  Court  has  only  a  handful 
of  full-time  interpreters,  and  uses  the 
services  of  about  150  per  diem  inter¬ 
preters.  These  per  diem  interpreters 
provide  about  92%  of  the  court's  inter¬ 
preting  services.  About  115  interpreters 
are  called  in  a  day  to  translate  for  about 
35  languages  in  about  140  court  divi¬ 
sions  all  over  Massachusetts. 

Those  advocating  for  this  ser¬ 
vice  worry  that  if  the  money  to  pay  the 
per  diem  workers  runs  out,  these  free¬ 
lance  interpreters  will  find  other  work. 


Then,  once  the  money  does  get 
restored,  there  won't  be  enough  quali¬ 
fied  interpreters  to  meet  the  demand. 

"On  a  daily  basis  I  see  the  need 
for  court  interpreters,"  said  Lu,  stressing 
that  interpreting  for  non-English  speak¬ 
ers  in  the  courtroom  isn't  something 
that  can  be  left  up  to  relatives  or  others 
who  -  though  they  many  speak  the 
needed  languages  to  a  certain  degree  - 
are  not  certified  or  experienced  in  the 
matter. 

"Actually,  yesterday,  I  heard  a 
trial  in  which  two  different  interpreters 
for  Creole  were  needed,"  said  Lu.  "This 
is  not  a  luxury  or  a  minor  thing.  This  is 
critical." 

Lu  said  that  if  someone  comes 
into  his  court  room  who  can't  speak  suf¬ 
ficient  English,  he  will  not  hear  the  case 
until  there  is  an  interpreter  because 
"there's  too  much  danger  in  damaging 
their  case." 

Other  Obstacles 

Besides  trying  to  get  money  in 
this  cash-strapped  time,  interpreter 
advocates  face  another  hurdle,  the 
stereotypes  of  who  needs  an  interpreter. 
State  Representative  Peter  Koutoujian, 
in  a  talk  during  a  lobbying  effort  last 
week,  pointed  out  that  interpreter  advo¬ 
cates  will  need  to  help  break  the  stereo¬ 
types  that  the  only  people  needing 
interpreter  services  are  illegal  immi¬ 


grants  or  criminals.  He  pointed  out  that 
if  someone  is  accused  of  a  crime,  and 
there  is  no  interpreter  available,  he  or 
she  could  have  to  spend  a  few  nights  in 
jail  until  one  becomes  available. 

Perry  Wu  also  reminds  that  the  need  for 
interpreters  applies  not  only  to  non- 
English  speakers  who  are  involved  in 
criminal  cases,  but  also  to  non-English 
speakers  who  want  to  get  a  restraining 
order,  who  are  involved  in  eviction  pro¬ 
ceedings  or  who  otherwise  are  trying  to 
defend  themselves. 

And  while  some  of  the  more 
fiscally  conservative  folks  might  even 
argue  that  the  state  can't  possibly  fund 
interpreters  for  all  languages  all  the 
time,  Wu  points  out  that  most  of  the 
time  the  requests  for  interpreters  is  only 
for  about  "half  a  dozen  languages  - 
including  Spanish  and  a  some  South 
East  Asian  languages,  such  as  Chinese." 

What  will  happen  if  the  money 
runs  out  and  the  court  can't  transfer 
funds?  According  to  advocates,  thou¬ 
sands  of  non-English  speakers  will  be 
denied  their  rights  to  the  due  process  of 
law. 

And  even  if  they  the  can  make 
it  through  this  year,  what  will  happen 
in  the  next  fiscal  year? 

"We're  asking  for  the  funds 
that  we  think  will  be  sufficient.  But,  last 
year  we  asked  for  the  funds  that  we 
thought  would  be  sufficient,  and  we 
didn't  get  them,"  said  Augie  Grace,  who 


handles  legislative  matters  for  the 
Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial 
Court. 


SHE  FACTS  AMT  KTHWIBS: 

In  the  Fiscal  Year  1999,  the 
Trial  Court's  Office  of  Court 
Interpreter  Services  served  more 
than  23,000  non-English  speaking 
parties  and  witnesses  in  criminal 
AND  CIVIL  CASES.  SOME  CASES  INVOLVED 
DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE,  CHILD  CUSTODY 
AND  EVICTIONS.  IN  THE  FISCAL  YEAR 
2001,  THE  NUMBER  OF  PARTIES  AND  WIT¬ 
NESSES  USING  INTERPRETER  SERVICES 
JUMPED  BY  143%,  TO  57,000.  (The 
Massachusetts  Law  Reform 
Institute) 

The  most  frequently  request¬ 
ed  LANGUAGES  ARE  SPANISH, 
Portuguese,  Khmer,  Cape  Verdean 
Creole,  Haitian  Creole,  Vietnamese, 
Mandarin,  Cantonese,  Polish,  and 
Russian. 

According  to  state  law,  it  is 

A  RIGHT  FOR  NON-ENGLISH  SPEAKERS  TO 
HAVE  ACCESS  TO  INTERPRETERS:  "A  NON- 
ENGLISH  SPEAKER,  THROUGHOUT  A  LEGAL 
PROCEEDING,  SHALL  HAVE  A  RIGHT  TO 
THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  A  QUALIFIED  INTER¬ 
PRETER  WHO  SHALL  BE  APPOINTED  BY  THE 
JUDGE,  UNLESS  THE  JUDGE  FINDS  THAT  NO 
QUALIFIED  INTERPRETER  OF  THE  NON- 
English  SPEAKER'S  LANGUAGE  IS  REA¬ 
SONABLY  AVAILABLE,  IN  WHICH  EVENT 

the  non-English  speaker  shall  have 

THE  RIGHT  TO  A  CERTIFIED  INTERPRETER, 
WHO  SHALL  BE  APPOINTED  BY  THE  JUDGE. 

The  court  shall  report  to  the  coor¬ 
dinator  OF  INTERPRETER  services  every 
INSTANCE  IN  WHICH  A  QUALIFIED  INTER¬ 
PRETER  WAS  FOUND  NOT  TO  BE  REASON¬ 
ABLY  AVAILABLE." 

According  to  the  office  of 
COURT  INTERPRETERS,  THERE  ARE  59 
Spanish,  14  Portuguese,  8 
Vietnamese,  7  Chinese  and  5  Khmer 
interpreters.  Other  commonly  need¬ 
ed  languages  include  Russian, 

Polish,  Cape  Verdean  Creole  and 
Haitian  Creole.  In  the  case  that  no 
INTERPRETER  CAN  BE  FOUND,  THE  TRIAL 
Court  has  made  a  contract  with  The 
Language  Line,  which  provides  inter¬ 
preters  OVER  THE  PHONE  FOR  INTER¬ 
VIEWS,  ARRAIGNMENTS  OR  OTHER  SIMPLE 

proceedings. 

How  MUCH  DOES  A  PER  DIEM 
INTERPRETER  COST  THE  STATE?  IF  THEY'RE 
CERTIFIED,  THEY  EARN  ABOUT  $250  A  DAY 
FOR  THEIR  SERVICES  IN  COURT,  AND 
ABOUT  $160  FOR  A  HALF  DAY. 
Interpreters  who  are  not  certified 
EARN  ABOUT  $165  FOR  A  DAY  AND  $105 
FOR  A  HALF  DAY. 
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AACA  NEWS 

Here  you  will  find  news  and  resources 

FROM  THE  STAFF  OF  THE  ASIAN  AMERICAN 

Civic  Association,  an  Asian  social  center 

THAT  PUBLISHES  THE  SAMPAN.  WWW.AACA- 

BOSTON.ORG 

Learning  Construction  Pays 

By  Bruce  Macbain 

Did  you  know  that  a  union  electrician 
can  earn  $50  to  $60  thousand  a  year?  And  the 
same  thing  is  true  for  many  of  the  other  building 
trades  —  carpenters,  plumbers,  sheet  metal  work¬ 
ers,  floor-coverers. 

Of  course,  before  you  can  make  that 
kind  of  money  you  need  go  through  a  union 
apprentice-training  program,  which  typically 
lasts  four  to  five  years.  Unlike  other  training  pro¬ 
grams,  however,  with  these  you  can  earn  while 
you  learn.  You  get  to  work  a  real  job  in  the  trade 
while  you  take  classes  in  the  evening.  A  first 
year  apprentice's  hourly  pay  starts  at  about  half 
that  of  a  journeyman  (a  fully  qualified  worker) 
and  then  rises  every  year. 

In  the  past  it  was  very  difficult  for 
someone  on  the  outside  to  get  into  one  of  the 
building  trades  because  membership  was  kept 
within  families.  But  this  is  changing.  Unions  are 
now  recruiting  more  minorities,  immigrants,  and 
women  to  do  the  job. 

Although  it  is  easier  to  get  into  a  union 
than  it  used  to  be,  it  still  isn't  easy.  Some  unions 
have  tests  and  all  have  interviews.  For  the  recent 
immigrant,  the  biggest  barrier,  of  course,  is 
English.  You  need  to  know  the  vocabulary  and 
idioms  of  the  construction  trade  and  you  need  to 
know  how  to  write  a  resume,  fill  out  an 
application,  and  have  an  interview. 

The  Asian  American  Civic  Association 
has  been  including  a  program  to  help  immi¬ 
grants  with  the  above  The  Work  Readiness  for 
Construction  Jobs  program  has  recently  finished  | 
its  second  8-week  cycle.  | 

The  class  teaches  English,  math,  and  interview¬ 
ing  skills;  gives  an  overview  of  all  the  different 
building  trades;  conducts  tours  of  construction 
sites;  and  takes  students  to  union  halls  to  learn 
more  about  each  trade  and  to  fill  out  applications 
for  apprenticeship  programs. 

So  far,  twojjf  our  graduates  have  been 
accepted  as  apprentices  in  the  floor-coverers 
union  and  others  have  recently  had  interviews 
with  the  electrical  workers  for  training  in 
telecommunications.  Also,  the  CorJen 
Construction  Co.  has  interviewed  four  of  our 
graduates  for  construction  jobs  scheduled  to 
begin  this  summer  on  the  new  Cross  Town 
Project.  | 

The  Work  Readiness  class  is  currently 
taking  a  break  but  we  expect  to  start  again  in  the 
Fall.  (For  more  call  (617)  426-9492 ) 

AACA  ESL  LESSON 

By  Judy  Przybek,  AACA  Director  of 
Education  and former  ESL  teacher 

Using  the  verb  "to  be"  with  adjectives. 

Many  times  a  non-native  speaker  will 
translate  a  sentence  word-for-word  from  their 
native  language.  This  strategy  doesn’t  always 
work  because  different  languages  use  different 
word  orders  and  sentence  structures. 

For  example,  the  verb  "to  be"  when 
used  with  adjectives  such  as  "happy,"  “sad,"  and 
"quiet"  doesn't  translate  word-for-word  accurate¬ 
ly.  In  Chinese,  people  don't  use  the  verb  "to  be" 
with  such  adjectives.  In  Chinese,  it  is  correct  to 
say  "I  happy"  and  "She  sad." 

In  English,  however,  you  must  use  the  verb  "to 
be"  and  say  "1  am  happy,"  and  "She  is  sad.”  So, 
Chinese  should  remember  to  use  the  following 
structure: 

Subject  +  verb  "to  be"  +  adjective 
For  Example: 

I  (subject)  am  (“to  be”  verb  construction)  happy 
(adjective)! 


HELPWANTED 


ATRIUM  SCHOOL 

The  Atrium  School,  enrolling  130  students, 
is  a  Progressive  Independent  School 
Grades  Pre  K-6 

In  our  recruitment  practices,  we  strive  to  create  a  commu¬ 
nity  that  reflects  the  diversity  inherent  in  the  greater  Boston 
area  as  well  as  in  the  world. 

We  seek  to  fill  the  following  positions 

for  the  academic  year  2002-2003: 

Classroom  Teachers 
Physical  Education  Teacher 
Office  Administrator 
Please  submit  resume  to: 

Annalee  Johnson,  Director 
Atrium  School ,  552  Main  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Fax:  617-923-1061  Email:  James@atrium.org 
Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action  Employer 


2002-2003 
School  Year 


FOCUS 

f  On  Children 

Boston  Public  Schools 


Teaching  Positions  -  All  Levels 

April  12  Teacher  Posting 

On  April  12,  2002,  the  Boston  Public  Schools'  website 
(www.boston.kl2.nia.us)  will  have  a  complete  list  of  available  2002-2003 
school  year  teaching  positions  in  all  schools.  Please  click  on  the  "April  12 
Teacher  Posting''  for  information  about  the  application  pnxress. 

The  application  deadline  for  this  posting  is  Monday,  May  6,  2002  at  5  p.m. 

There  will  also  be  other  teacher  postings  on  the  Boston  Public  Schools' 
website  in  June  -  August  2002. 

The  Boston  Ihiblic  ScJiwls  is  an  affirmative  action/cijaal  opjxvtunity  employer  that 
actively  seeks  applications  from  candidates  of  color,  women  and  all  candidates 
committed  to  our  Jbcus  on  children. 

. . . . . . 

www.boston.kl2.ma.us 


Bilingual  Assistant  Citizenship  Coordinator 

Boston  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Center  Adult  ESL 

Counseling  and  tutoring  to  prepare  students  for 
citizenship  interviews;  preparing  citizenship  applies.; 
planning  and  leading  civic  participation  field  trips; 
creating  instructional  materials;  some  data  entry. 

15  hours/week:  10.5  hrs.  scheduled  sometime  M-F 
4-8  pm,  plus  4.5  hours  per  week,  flexible,  for  field  trip 
coordination  and  reporting.  $17.25  /  hour,  with  some 
benefits. 

Qualifications:  BA  in  related  field;  bilingual  in  English 
and  Chinese;  experience  in  citizenship  and  INS 
processes  preferred;  counseling  and/or  teaching  adult 
ESL  preferred. 

Submit  cover  letter  and  resume  by  April  30.  2002: 

Human  Resources  Office,  BCNC  Adult  ESL  Program, 

885  Washington  Street,  Boston  MA  02111 
Fax:  (617)635-5132 

BCNC  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


a  rare  combination 


healthy 

business 


Evercare  optimizes  the  health  and  well-being  of  aging,  vulnerable  and  chronically  ill 
individuals.  Our  innovative  Medicare,  Medicaid  and  fee-based  long-term  care 
products  personalize  care  administration  and  help  our  clients  maintain  independence. 
Our  Waltham,  MA  office  seeks  an: 


Enrollment  Eligibility  Representative 

This  entry  level  position  requires  a  team  player  to  support  a  wide  range  of 
enrollment  activities.  Responsibilities  will  include:  maintaining  and  updating 
information  for  claims  systems,  analyzing  and  resolving  errors,  and  responding  to 
inquiries.  We  are  seeking  a  customer  sen/ice-oriented  individual  with  accurate 
data  entry  skills  and  PC  proficiency.  Good  organizational  and  communication  skills 
and  the  ability  to  prioritize  multiple  responsibilities  are  needed. 


Evercare 

|j|  A  UnitedHealth  Group  Company 


Please  forward  your  resume,  indicating 
Req.  #031548,  to:  Becky  Jenkins, 
UnitedHealthcare;  fax:  (615)  372-3537;  email: 
beckyjenkins@uhc.com. 

Diversity  creates  a  healthier  atmosphere  an  equal 
opportunity  employer  M/F/D/V 


MIT 

OMBUDSPERSON 


The  Office  of  the  President  seeks  an  individual  to  provide  neutral, 
independent,  informal  and  confidential  conflict  management  resources 
for  members  of  the  MIT  community.  Will  serve  individuals  and  groups — 
through  coaching,  mediation  and  facilitation — with  generic  solutions  and 
systems  changes:  advocate  for  (air,  effective  conflict  management 
processes  and  fair  administration  of  processes-not  for  an  individual  or 
any  specific  outcome:  help  people  develop  options  for  resolving  conflict 
in  order  to  improve  processes  or  to  end  inappropriate  behavior;  identify 
and  draw  attention  to  systemic  issues  that  are  causing  or  may  cause 
conflict  and  make  recommendations  to  address  them;  and  promote 
improved  understanding  of  conflict  management  throughout  the  Institute 
by  teaching  conflict  resolution  skills  to  individuals  and  groups.  The  MIT 
Ombuds  Office  adheres  to  the  University  and  College  Ombuds 
Association  and  The  Ombudsman  Association  Standards  of  Practice. 

Requirements:  seven  or  more  years  of  experience  in  conflict 
management,  organizational  change,  or  closely  related  experience. 
Knowledge  of  university  environment,  experience  teaching  conflict 
management  skills,  specific  experience  as  an  organizational 
ombudsperson  or  impartial  complaint-handler  desired;  as  is  experience 
with  scientific  and  tecnnical  professionals,  and  students  and  staff  with 
diverse  backgrounds.  Proven  discretion  and  demonstrated  ability  in 
problem-solving,  personal  communications,  presentations,  and  writing 
required.  Must  be  able  to  work  as  a  member  of  a  team.  Advanced 
degree  preferred.  Application  deadline:  May  22,  2002. 

Interested  candidates  may  apply  online  at: 

web.mit.edu/personnel/www/resume.htm  It  you  do  not  have  access  to  the 
web,  a  cover  letter  and  resume  may  be  submitted  to:  MIT  Human  Resources, 
Job  No.  02-0306,  PO  Box  391229,  Cambridge,  MA  02139-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 

III  An  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer 

Non-Smoking  Environment 
web.mit.edu/personnel/www 


1 


Accountant  1-Student  Payment  Office 


General  Statement  of  Duties:  Review  account  accuracy, 
monitor  and  reconcile  payment  plans,  maintain  collection 
accounts,  receive  and  account  for  payments,  invoice  third 
parties,  enter  transactions  into  computer,  process  refunds, 
resolve  issues  and  respond  to  questions. 

Qualifications:  At  least  one  year  of  full-time  experience 
in  accounting  required;  degree  in  accounting  preferred. 
Ability  to  interact  effectively  with  members  of  a  diverse 
college  community,  and  to  work  independently  with  a 
high  degree  of  accuracy. 

Salary-Job:  $544.1  8/wk  @  $28,297.36/yr 

Shift:  Monday-Friday  8:30am-4:30pm  (Required  lo  work 
two  nights  a  week  until  7pm  &  requires  overtime  and 
weekend  work.) 

Closing  Date:  April  24,  2002 

For  a  complete  job  posting,  see  our  listing  on  Hotjobs.com. 

To  Apply:  Submit  a  letter  of  application,  resume  (or  application 

form)  to:  Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  Human  Resources, 
250  New  Rutherford  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02129-2925. 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals 
with  disabilities  and  others  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. 


(Bunker  Hill 

11  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

I  carving  for  the  RcjI  World 


J  _ 


The  Sampan  April  19,  2002  P.  5 


WAnt\ 
To 
Writer 

7 

O 

Then 

write 

FOR 

SAMPAN 

We  need 
freelance 
writers  to 
write  about 
local  new  s, 
Asian  foods 
and  culture 
and  arts. 
We  will 
accept  pho¬ 
tos  and 
poetry  if  it  is 
appropriate. 
Cafl  (61D 
426-9492, 

Ext.20r 


/motAs 


T 


mwm 

GET  NOTICED 
GET  TIE  JOG  GONE 
IEACI CIINESE 
AND  ENGLISI 
SPEAKERS 
FOR  BATES  CALL 
JARA  WANG 
(017)  420-0402, 
EXT.  200 


C  A  L  E 

MEETINGS 

Anthony  Neoh,  Chief  Advisor  of  the  China  Security 
Regulatory  Commission  (CSRC),  will  speak  at  the 
Asian  American  Civic  Association  on  May  6,  noon-1 
p.m.  The  Topic:  "China,  the  next  ten  years."  Free,  but 
CALL  AACA  AT  (617)  426*9492.  PICTURED  ON  RIGHT. 


N 


D 
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Family  Counselor 

Bilingual 

Cantouese/Mandarin.  Part 
time/full  time  position. 
Provide  outreach,  individual, 
couple  and  family 
counseling  w/biological 
families  and  their  children. 

Send  resumes  to  Program 
Director: 

Dare  Family  Services 
265  Medford  St.,  Somerville, 
MA  02143 
Fax:  617-628-3778 
Dare  is  an  AA/EOE 
M/F/H/V 


Project  Manager 


Reporting  to  .ie  D:  rector  of  Physical  Plant  -  Construction  &  Operations,  will 
be  responsible  for  the  management  of  special  projects,  renovation  projects, 
and  new  construction  projects  from  conception  through  completion.  Duties 
include  establishing  project  scope,  issuing  RFP's,  awarding  contracts,  preparing 
drawings,  analyzing  plans  and  specifications,  and  obtaining  permits.  Prepare 
budgets  and  monitor  expenditures  and  maintain  all  project  records.  Oversee 
the  daily  operation  of  projects,  coordinating  closely  with  architects  and  engi¬ 
neers  to  supervise  contractors  to  ensure  projects  are  in  compliance.  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  a  related  field;  7-10  years'  project  management  experience  within 
new  construction  and  renovation  field.  Strong  mechanical  background  desirable 
(HVAC,  EMS).  Familiarity  with  and  ability  to.  interpret  and  apply  all  pertinent 
building  codes.  Must  be  an  innovative  self-starter  with  excellent  interpersonal 
skills.  Computer  skills  required. 

Send  resume  to:  Daniel  F.  Bourque,  26  Tavern  Road,  Northeastern 
University,  Boston,  MA  02115.  Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action,  Title  IX  Employer. 

Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 


an 


BILINGUAL  &  ENGLISH  SPEAKING 
RESEARCH  INTERVIEWERS 

The  University  of  Michigan  Survey  Research  Center,  a  na¬ 
tional  leader  in  social  research,  invites  bilingual  candidates 
fluent  in  English  and  in  Chinese,  or  Vietnamese,  to  join  our 
team  as  research  interviewers  in  the  Boston  area  to  work  on 
the  national  Latino  and  Asian  American  Study  (NLAAS). 
NLAAS  is  the  largest  study  ever  conducted  on  the  health 
and  quality  of  life  of  Latino  and  Asian  Americans.  Inter¬ 
viewers  schedule  appointments  and  interview  people  from 
varied  backgrounds  in  respondent  homes  using  laptop  com¬ 
puters  on  topics  like  health,  family  life,  work  experience, 
and  discrimination.  Job  requirements  include  vehicle, 
driver’s  license,  and  private  telephone  line.  Basic  computer 
skills  and  e-mail  experience  are  desirable.  Position  requires 
minimum  commitment  of  30  hrs/wk.  Flexible  work  sched¬ 
ule  with  majority  of  work  in  evenings/weekends  in  4-5  hr 
time  blocks.  Expenses  and  travel  fees  paid  for  mandatory 
training  session  in  English  in  Michigan,  Spring,  2002.  Visit 
our  website:  http://proiects.isr.umich.edu/recruit/NLAAS  or 
call  toll  free  877/712-7284  for  more  information.  Please 
refer  to  ad  code  459  when  you  call./  The  University  of 
Michigan  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity  em¬ 
ployer. 


Wellesley  College 


WWW. WELLES  LEY. E  DU 


STONE  CENTER  -  REACH  OUT  TO  SCHOOLS: 
SOCIAL  COMPETENCY  PROGRAM 

Program  Director 

DAVIS  MUSEUM  AND  CULTURAL  CENTER  (DMCC) 

Executive  Assistant  to  the 
Director 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

Billing  Coordinator 

PHYSICAL  PLANT 

Communications  Coordinator 

WELLESLEY  COLLEGE  CLUB 

Catering  Assistant 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Human  Resources 
Office,  Code  SAM  4/19,  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  MA  02481 
or  by  email;  working@wellesley.edu.  Applications  will  be 
accepted  until  the  positions  are  filled.  Wellesley  College  is  an 
AAJEEO  employer. 

Commuter  Rail  available. 


The  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  Meeting  is  May  20  at  6  p.m. 
at  125  Harrison  Ave. 

The  Chinatown  Safety  Meeting  is 
May  1  at  10:30  a.m.  at  the 

Doubletree  Hotel  conference  room  at 
821  Washington 

Anthony  Neoh 
ARTS 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  465  huntington  Ave.,  Boston, 

IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  ASIAN  AMERICAN  RESOURCE 

Workshop,  will  host  an  Asian  American  Film  and  Video 
Festival.  The  film  schedule  for  that  will  be  as  follows: 

"Love  and  Marriage,"  a  series  of  short  films  by 
directors  Francisco  Aliwalas,  Shanti  Thakur,  Augustine 
Ma,  and  Antta  Chabria  will  play  April  19,  8  p.m. 

"New  Kids  on  the  Block,"  will  play  April  20  at 
1:30  p.m. 

Films  cost  $7-$8.  Call  (617)  369-3770. 

The  Art  Exhibit,  "Persona,"  is  on  display  through  April  20 
at  the  Somerville  Museum,  1  Westwood  Road,  Somerville. 

(617)  666-9810. 

"Persona"  includes  works 
by  Sand  T.  Gallery  Hours 
ARE  THURS.,  2-7  P.M.,  FrI., 
2-5  p.m.  and  Sat.,  noon-5 
p.m.  Free.  Donations  wel¬ 
come. 


T 


'OFFICE  CLEANERS' 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Part  Time/Full  Time 
Day  or  Night 
Flexible  Hours  Poss. 

No  Experience  Nec. 
k$12/call  617-976-6880, 

I 


Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent  Association  of  New  England 
Scholarship  Grants  For  attendance  at 
Tufts  University,  Medford,  Massachusetts,  USA. 

Scholarship  Grants  in  Aid  For  University  Education  At  Tufts  Univer¬ 
sity  Are  Available  For  4  years  at  $5000  per  year  For  Three  Asian  Chi- 

nese-American  Students  who  are  enrolled  or  will  enroll  to  attend  Tufts 

University,  and  have  demonstrated  financial  need.  And  the  Following 

Are  The  Requirements: 

1.  Applicants  must  have  been  admitted  as  undergraduate  or  graduate 
students  at  Tufts  and  must  be  eligible  for  financial  aid.  Applicants 
can  be  returning  students  or  incoming  freshmen. 

2.  Applicants  are  Asian-Chinese  Americans  who  identify  with  Asian 
American  Aspirations 

3.  Parents  and/or  Student  Applicants  must  reside  in  Massachusetts 

4.  Selection  of  the  Awards  are  strictly  by  Merits,  regardless  of  class, 
religion,  national  origin  or  gender.  Application  and  interview  proc¬ 
ess  are  required. 

5.  Applicants  must  be  available  for  Awards  Ceremony  organized  by 
the  scholarship  Selection  Committee  of  the  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association  of  New  England,  Inc.  a  IRC  501©  (3)  Tax 
Exempt  Non-Profit  diversity  Service  Organization. 

6.  Applications  are  available  now.  The  deadline  for  applying  is  June 
15th  2002. 

7.  Applicants  must  send  a  Full  Resume  and  report  of  High  School 
courses  taken  and  grades  received,  Academic  and  Extra-Curricular 
Activities  together  and  SAT  Test  results. 

8.  Supply  Two  Letters  of  References  at  least  one  of  which  is  by  the 
Principal  of  High  School  or  a  teacher  who  knows  you  well. 

9.  Send  Your  Applications  to:  The  Selection  Committee,  CCBA  of 
N.E.  Tufts  University  Scholarship  Grants  in  Aid,  90  Tyler 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

For  Further  Information:  Come  By  CCBA  of  N.E.  at  90  Tyler 
Street,  Boston  Or  Call,  Fax  or  Email  to:  (617)  542-2574  Fax  (617) 
542-0926  Or:  1-508-872-1380  or  Email:  gcwebheng@gis.net 
Ask  for  Gerald  Heng. 


OTHER 

The  Big  Sister 
Association  of  Greater 
Boston  seeks  women  to 

PROVIDE  FRIENDSHIP  AND 
SUPPORT  TO  GIRLS  IN  THE 

community.  Call  (617) 
236-8060. 

The  Horizons  Initiative 

SEEKS  VOLUNTEERS  TO  PLAY 
WITH  HOMELESS  CHILDREN 

in  shelters. Call  (617) 
287-1900. 

The  Asian  American  Civic 
Association  will  begin 

RECRUITING  STUDENTS  FOR 

rrs  May  cycle  of  Adult 
Basic  Education  Classes. 
Testing  is  April  22-25. 
Call  (617)  426-9492, 

Ext.  212. 

CALL  TO  ARTISTS 

The  international  Society 
INVnES  artists  to  enter  in 

THE  TWO  UPCOMING 

exhibus:  "Empathy,”  June 
22  to  Aug.  10,  Deadline 
for  delivery  is  May  10. 

WORKS  MUST  BE  SUBMITTED 

by  June  13-15.  And 
"Detachment,"  Aug.  24  to 
Sept.  28.  Deadline  for 
submission  is  July  1. 
Works  must  be  delivered 
by  Aug.  15-17.  The 
Media  can  be  oil,  fabric 

ART,  OR  WORKS  ON  PAPER. 

Tremont  Gallery,  276 
Tremont  Street,  Boston. 
Entry  fee:  $15 
Contact  Dr.  Doris  Chu, 
Curator/ art  historian  at 
(508)  655-7076. 
email:dchu818@aol.com 


SAMPAN  INTERVIEW:  15  Minutes  With  Robert  Reich 


By  Adam  Smith 

SAMPAN  recently  interviewed 
Robert  Reich,  a  Democrat  who  is 
running  for  Massachusetts  gover¬ 
nor.  Reich  is  the  founder  and  national  edi¬ 
tor  of  "The  American  Prospect";  he  is  a 
university  professor  and  the  Maurice  B. 
Hexter  Professor  of  Social  and  Economic 
Policy  at  Brandeis  University  and  its 
Heller  Graduate  School,  and  he  served  as 
the  United  States  Secretary  of  Labor  dur¬ 
ing  President  Clinton's  first  term.  Here's 
what  we  found  out  about  Reich. 

Sampan:  What  do  you  think  about  the 
state's  bilingual  education  program? 

Reich:  1  think  that  the  bilingual  education 
program  is  a  good  program.  I  don't  want 
to  see  it  cut  back.  I'm  concerned  about 
cuts  in  budgets.  I'm  also  very  concerned 
about  a  proposed  ballot  initiative  that 
would  require  English  immersion  for  stu¬ 
dents  who  do  not  speak  English  at  home. 

I  think  that  students  learn  in  different 
ways.  Some  students  can  benefit  from 
English  immersion.  Other  students  need  a 
transitional  bilingual  program.  Other  stu¬ 
dents  do  better  in  a  program  in  which 
non-English  speaking  and  English  speak¬ 
ing  students  are  mixed  in  the  same  class¬ 


Sampan:  Homelessness  is  a  big  problem 
in  Boston.  What  do  you  think  the  state 
should  do  to  handle  this  problem? 

Reich:  There  are  many  steps  that  can  be 
taken.  First  the  Housing  Bond  Bill  has  to 
be  reported  out  the  Legislature  and 
signed  by  the  Governor.  I  would  sign  it  in 
a  minute.  That  bill  would  provide  addi¬ 
tional  funding  for  low-income  housing 
and  maintenance.  We  have  got  to  simplify 
and  streamline  our  building  codes  to 
lower  the  costs  of  development.  We  have 
got  to  encourage  all  of  our  towns  and 
cities  to  come  up  to  the  Section  40B 
requirement,  which  would  require  that  at 
least  10  percent  of  the  housing  stock  be 
affordable.  We,  the  state,  should  require 
what  I  call  'good  neighbor  bonuses'  to 
cities  and  towns  that  are  up  to  that  10  per¬ 
cent  requirement.  We  should  use  aban¬ 
doned  state  property,  such  as  old  mental 
hospitals,  and  create  centers  for  develop¬ 
ers  to  come  in  and  use  that  property  for 
moderate  and  low  income  housing.  Many 
of  our  colleges  and  universities  should  be 
encouraged  to  build  dormitories  and  get 
students  out  of  moderate  income  rental 
housing  so  that  moderate  income  rental 
housing  will  become  available  to  families 
who  need  it. 


room.  We  need  to  leave  it  up  to  parents 
and  schools  to  decide  what  is  the  best  fit. 


Sampan:  What  do  you  think  about  Adult 
Basic  Education?  In  November  and 
December  there  were  some  proposed  bud¬ 
get  cuts  that 
would  have  cut 
ABE. 


Reich:  I'm 
against  those 
cuts,  and  I'm  a 
very  strong  pro¬ 
ponent  of  Adult 
Basic  Education. 

It  is  very,  very 
important  for 
many  of  our  cit¬ 
izens  here  who 
are  going  to  be 
productive  in 
the  future  and 
get  good  jobs. 

There  are  wait¬ 
ing  lists 

already...  for  Adult  Basic  Education  and 
for  English  as  a  Second  Language  courses. 
And  that's  unacceptable.  We  can't  cut 
Adult  Basic  Education.  We  should  be 
doing  the  opposite  and  provide  more 
funding  for  Adult  Basic  Education  and  for 


English  as  a  Second  Language. 


Sampan:  What  do  you  think  about  the  fact 
that  the  money  the  courts  are  able  to  use 
to  pay  for  interpreters  is  running  out? 


Reich:  A  big  prob¬ 
lem.  The  courts 
have  been  getting 
funding  not  for 
what  is  needed 
but  for  what  is  not 
needed.  The  courts 
have  asked  for 
funding,  but  the 
Legislature 
appears  to  be 
funding  different 
positions  from 
what  the  court  is 
requesting.  And 
that  has  led  to  a 
misallocation  of 
resources.  We 
need  interpreters 
in  courts.  In  our 
courts,  without  interpreters,  some  people 
are  not  getting  justice.  If  you  can't  under¬ 
stand  what  is  being  said  in  court,  and  you 
are  a  defendant  or  a  plaintiff,  you  are  not 
receiving  adequate  justice. 


SCHOOL-TO-CAREER: 

HOW  IT  WORKS: 

School-to-career  is  a  program  that  aims  to  give  high  school  students  real 
job  experience  while  giving  employers  employees.  Here's  some  info  on 
how  the  program  works  and  how  you  can  get  involved: 


The  Basics 

With  School-to-Career,  participating  businesses  and  employers  hire 
high  school  students.  The  idea  is  that  the  students  will  learn  the  skills  and 
trades  they  need  to  know  on  the  job,  while  they  get  work  done  for  their 
employers.  In  some  cases,  the  Boston  Public  School  System  even  works  to 
prepare  students  for  jobs.  Some  students  will  even  take  special  courses  to 
prepare  them. 

The  Benefits  for  Kids 

Kids  will  develop  skills  for  college  and  future  careers.  They  will  be 
able  to  use  what  they  have  learned  in  class  in  a  real  world  setting.  They  will 
learn  work  ethic. 

Ideally,  the  School-to-Career  job  opportunities  include  helping  a 
nurse  screen  patients  for  heart  disease,  helping  a  high-tech  company  refur¬ 
bish  computers,  creating  displays  for  florists,  making  appointments  and 
greeting  customers  at  a  beauty  salon,  handling  customer  requests  at  a  supply 
store,  planning  conferences  and  meetings  for  a  non-profit  organization,  creat¬ 
ing  and  translating  pamphlets  and  brochures  or  giving  tours  at  historic  sites. 

The  Benefits  for  the  Employers 

Besides  getting  work  done.  Employers  will  also  benefit  from  having 
a  skilled  workforce,  increased  productivity,  saving  on  recruitment  and  train¬ 
ing  costs,  strengthening  community  ties,  and  just  by  helping  the  students. 

One  question  employers  may  have  is:  How  will  I  get  students  best 
suited  for  my  business? 

The  answer  is  that  School-to-Career  educational  and  career  special¬ 
ists  will  help  match  employers  with  interested  students  who  meet  specific 
needs.  Hiring  is  based  on  reviewing  resumes,  applications,  and  interviews. 
Also,  all  students  are  prepared  in  job  readiness  skills  workshops. 

Another  thing  to  keep  in  mind  is  that  School-to-Career  will  provide 
support  to  the  students  and  employers. 

How  much  should  employers  pay?  That's  up  to  the  employer. 

And  employers  don't  have  to  just  employ  students  to  get  involved  in 
the  program.  They  can  provide  internships,  donate  equipment,  host  field 
trips,  give  presentations  or  provide  mentoring. 

The  History 

Since  1994,  Boston's  School-to-Career  initiative  has  been  in  place.  In 
1998,  a  team  of  five  local  partners  received  a  U.S.  Department  of 
Opportunities  Grant  to  increase  School-to-Career  involvement  among  stu¬ 
dents  living  or  attending  schools  in  Boston's  Empowerment  Zone,  which 


includes  parts  of  Chinatown,  the  South  End,  Roxbury  and  Dorchester. 

How  To  Get  Involved 

If  you're  an  employer  and  want  to  get  involved,  call  (617)  445-3414  or 
(617)  541-2670. 


We’ve  Got  Eastern 

Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
Managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick  ... 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 
APARTMENTS 

(508)  674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street,  Fall 

River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(978)  470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street, 

Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(978)  927-2055 
Tozer  Rd.,  Beverly 
BROCKTON  COMMONS 
(508)  584-2373 
55  City  Hall  Plaza 
Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS* 

(617)472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 

ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 

(781)871-3049 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 

ADAMS  VILLAGE 

(617)  328-6727 

725-735  Adams  Street, 

Dorchester 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(781)545-2233 

65  North  River  road,  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 

APARTMENTS 

(781)  749-8677 

86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)  783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 

(508)  872-6393 

75  Second  Sheet,  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 

(617)  328-6727 

1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

RIVERVIEW  COMMONS 

(978)  685-0552 

Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 

(781)  233-8477 

63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY  COMMONS 

(508) 845-1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(781)331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508) 852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  Street 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 
(508)  875-8661 
46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 
WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST 

(781)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street,  #2 1 
Weymouth 


CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT 

COMRVNY 
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fOUAl  KOUSmC 
OffORTUNITY 


@sians  dot  Com 


China,  Corea,  Japan,  Singapore  and 
Vietnam  share  a  Confucian  tradition. 

Each  country  has  its  own  Confucian  histo¬ 
ry  that  is  uniquely  adapted  to  local  needs 
and  native  sentiments.  Confucius  was 
bom  around  2500  years  ago  in  China, 
from  where  his  ideas  spread  at  different 
times  in  two  and  a  half  millenniums. 
Wherever  Confucianism  settled,  the  local 
culture  experienced  social  change. 

Early  in  his  teaching  career 
Confucius  was  prone  to  wander  from 
country  to  country,  searching  for  wealthy 
students  and  royal  patrons.  As  early  as 
213  B.C.,  in  various  kingdoms  of  "China," 
Confucian  practices  were  banned  and  the 
classic  texts  were  burned.  There  were 
similar  reactions  in  the  other  Asian  coun¬ 
tries.  Consequently  every  hundred  years, 
new  improvements  of  Confucianism  kept 
appearing.  The  new  form  got  better  and 
more  adaptable  for  they  drew  from  at 
least  five  national  interpretations  claiming 
to  be  original  Confucian  thoughts,  ideals, 
and  practices. 

All  five  Asian  countries  above 
however  have  in  common  one  lasting 
Confucian  cultural  heritage.  The  intellec¬ 
tual  culture  of  each  country  evidenced  the 
original  Confucian  value  where  knowl¬ 
edge  -  chih  or  to  know  -  is  esteemed  as 
the  pre-eminent  intellectual  property  of 
the  people. 

Thoughts  and  ideas  are  consid¬ 
ered  the  essence  of  a  civil  society.  Right 
and  wrong  is  understood  through  know¬ 
ing.  Only  when  a  people  have  knowl¬ 
edge,  or  "know  human  affairs,"  then  rea¬ 
son,  justice,  dignity,  peace  and  prosperity 
can  be  enjoyed,  said  Confucius. 

Otherwise  people  are  no  better  than  pigs 
and  dogs  he  said.  The  Confucian  princi¬ 
ple  on  public  service  as  a  basic  social  goal 
promoted  knowing  by  consistently  mak¬ 
ing  all  spoken,  written  and  printed 
knowledge  a  public  property. 

The  East  Asian  value  equating 
the  spoken  word  with  gold  came  from  the 
same  expectation  on  thoughts  and  ideas 
as  intellectual  property  for  a  common 
good.  Private  thoughts  are  considered 
public  the  moment  they  are  spoken. 
Speech  used  well  is  meant  to  bring  good¬ 
will  for  all.  When  one  person  misuses  the 
spoken  word,  it  is  considered  harmful  to 
everyone. 

On  writing:  an  ability  to. write  in 
the  old  days  was  a  prestige  of  scholarly 
cultural  privileges.  Those  were  the  days 
when  ink,  paper,  and  brush  could  not  be 
bought  with  a  credit  card  by  one  swift 
click.  The  educational  privileges  of 
Confucian  scholarship  stressed  the  ability 
to  express  oneself  fluently  in  writing,  as  in 
the  leisure  art  of  poetry.  Education  was 
called  "to  have  learning  about  literature" 
or  "to  know  words"  with  the  skill  to  craft 
one's  knowing  in  writing.  The  discipline 
of  the  mind  through  learning  and  then 
writing  was  treated  as  a  lifelong  training 
to  deliver  beneficial  public  information. 
The  educated  Confucian  wrote  profusely 
and  shared  writing  publicly. 

Critiques  were  welcomed  as  a  medium  for 
improvement,  and  public  debate 
enlivened  society.  Written  self-expres¬ 
sion,  as  in  the  creative  art  of  calligraphy, 
was  highly  esteemed  by  both  the  literate 
and  the  illiterate  public.  Books  -  rolled 
into  scrolls  or  hand  sewed  in  bounded 
pages  -  were  carefully  stored  as  precious 
property  to  refine  the  mind.  Within 
walled  courtyards  of  Asian  literati,  for 
book  storage,  study,  and  contemplation, 
'he  library  built  into  a  quiet  comer  was  an 
ential  room  in  a  respectable  family 
e.  All  five  Confucian  countries  inher- 
H  d  this  high  regard  for  the  written 
words. 

This  high  regard  for  written 
words  was  transferred  to  printed  books 


after  the  invention  of  printing  in  "China." 
Books  and  the  press  were  ancient  sources 
of  early  Asian  cultural  revolutions  that 
imprinted  on  the  people's  mind  habitual 
patterns  to  bum  books,  to  control  literacy, 
and  to  struggle  with  printed  materials. 
Before  books  were  printed,  there  were 
handwritten  copies.  Bookmaking  using 
string  for  binding  came  about  after  the 
invention  of  paper.  Paper  is  popularly 
thought  of  as  a  Chinese  invention.  That  is 
way  off  the  ethnic  mark. 

Geographically  about  1900  years 
ago,  that  part  of  southwestern  "China" 
where  paper  was  first  invented  is  not 
China  proper  as  we  know  it  today.  There 
once  was  a  separate  and  prosperous 
nation  named  Nan  Chao  in  that  region. 
The  brown  skinned  and  good  looking 
natives  were  related  racially  with  the 
Tibetan  and  they  called  themselves  by 
many  tribal  names.  Gradually,  some  peo¬ 
ple  from  Nan  Chao  were  absorbed  into 
the  Han  nation  and  became  Chinese;  some 
people  moved  south  and  built  today's 
Southeast  Asian  nations.  Nan  Chao  the 
nation  disappeared.  Their  people's  contri¬ 
bution  to  Asian  civilization  were  claimed 
by  "China"  and  officially  expunged  by 
Southeast  Asians. 

Nan  Chao's  chief  trade  was 
paper  making.  When  Buddhism  arrived 
in  the  region  from  Nepal  through  India, 
the  paper  trade  promoted  the  circulation 
of  Buddhist  doctrine  and  prayer  through 
books -hand  copied  by  scholarly  scribes. 
Today  around  Yun-nan  province, 
Myanmar,  Thailand  and  Laos  there  still 
are  families  who  inherited  the  paper  mak¬ 
ing  trade  that  produces  old-fashioned 
papers  made  by  hand  pounding  wet  tree 
bark  into  dried  thin  sheets. 

The  Buddhist  legacy  gave  a 

divine  attribute  to  books  because  the 
books  during  and  after  the  Nan  Chao 
reign  were  mostly  religious.  That  added  a 
sacred  dimension  to  the  East  Asian  care 
and  esteem  for  the  printed  words.  Books 
as  a  repository  of  mundane  and  spiritual 
knowledge  received  a  larger  emotional 
appeal  and  were  treated  respectfully  as 
cultural  gifts.  Rules  were  made  as  to  the 
placing  of  books  at  heights  above  waist 
level,  to  not  sit  or  stomp  on  printed  let¬ 
ters,  and  to  bow  or  show  obeisance  to  a 
book  before  its  cover  is  flipped  open  for 
reading.  These  cultured  behaviors  on 
handling  books  became  an  educated  per¬ 
son's  repertoire  of  social  refinement. 

Buddhism  complemented  and 
enlarged  the  Confucian  intellectual  cul¬ 
ture  with  its  central  principle  on  nyanna  - 
the  mind  or  the  intellect  -  as  the  primal 
force  of  all  earthly  activities,  good  and 
evil.  The  mind,  according  to  Buddhists,  is 
the  cause  of  all  human  pain  and  bliss. 
Learning  as  the  way  to  tame  the  mind  is 
both  a  Confucian  and  a  Buddhist  tenet. 

By  understanding  one's  mind,  in  other 
words  by  using  one's  intelligence  con¬ 
structively,  a  person  finds  happiness 
along  with  the  freedom  from  suffering. 

The  combined  Confucian  value 
on  knowledge  as  a  universal  property  and 
Buddhist  belief  on  global  intelligence  as 
the  controlling  force  of  human  destiny  has 
been  for  2000  years  a  powerful  influence 
on  basic  Asian  cultural  values  for  educa¬ 
tion,  personal  liberty,  free  speech,  and  a 
free  press. 

With  the  advent  of  the  Internet 
Age,  Asians  worldwide  are  finding  them¬ 
selves  at  worship  in  front  of  this  ancient 
altar  that  elevates  knowledge  and  intelli¬ 
gence.  From  today's  cyber  world,  real 
cultural  struggles  continue  to  strive  for  a 
freedom  of  the  mind  to  soar  on  the 
Information  Highway. 


Internet  Revolution 

In  the  United  States,  70%  of  Asian 
American  households  are  plugged  into 
the  World  Wide  Web.  According  to  the 
ethnic  breakdown  published  earlier  this 
year  by  Insight  Research,  35%  of  African 
American,  45%  of  White,  and  48%  of 
Latino  American  are  online.  To  be  a 
majority  of  Asian  identified  Americans 
online  adds-up  to  an  enormous  virtual 
impact  The  real  impact  is  under  cautious 
study.  How  all  this  will  affect  a  culture 
and  an  economy,  particularly  e-business 
and  e-commerce,  is  closely  watched.  The 
dust  will  settle  when  the  stratospheric  rise 
of  the  dot  com  economy  is  sorted  out  in 
courts,  at  homes,  and  at  the  bazaar. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  a  large  Asian 
labor  and  investor  pools  in  the  Internet 
technology  is  consistent  with  Asian  intel¬ 
lectual  culture.  History  shows  that  the 
social  problem  and  cultural  progress 
brought  about  by  the  Internet  is  not  that 
different  from  the  days  when  the  bound¬ 
ed  books  and  the  printing  press  were 
invented.  Cherished  traditions  get 
repackaged  and  appear  in  different  forms 
that  seem  new.  Way  back,  a  nation  such 
as  Nan  Chao  not  only  disappeared  from 
the  map  but  their  cultural  contributions 
were  totally  erased  from  human  memory. 
It  reminds  authorities  why  the  absence  of 
national  border  on  the  Web  is  politically 
scary.  As  before,  the  ways  people  live 
their  lives  change  but  the  people  have  not 
really  changed. 

The  Internet  has  eliminated  geo¬ 
graphic  distance  and  cultural  boundaries 
for  Asians  around  the  world.  The  con¬ 
structive  uses  of  knowledge  and  intelli¬ 
gence  have  created  a  larger  pool  of  youth¬ 
ful  and  Asian  millionaires  in 
Massachusetts,  California,  Washington 
and  Texas.  These  are  like  miracles  that 
dazzle  the  mind.  They  affect  standard 
wisdom  and  established  custom  of  every 
nation.  Besides  being  felt  in  businesses 
and  public  institutions,  the  enormity  of 
real  cultural  impact  is  being  felt  in  Asian 
homes. 

In  a  Boston  suburb  of  expensive 
homes  a  few  years  back,  the  local  police 
arrested  a  Chinese  man  and  charged  him 
for  assaulting  his  daughter.  One  evening, 
this  Chinese  family  had  a  big  fight 
because  the  daughter,  age  19,  was  leaving 
for  Los  Angeles  to  rendezvous  with  a 
Chinese  boy  she  met  online.  Boy  and  girl 
had  chatted  online,  exchanged  self  photos, 
corresponded  through  e-mail,  and  were 
emotionally  ready  to  meet  in  the  flesh. 

The  parents,  not  knowing  what  was  typed 
in  English  and  thinking  the  girl's  dedica¬ 
tion  at  the  computer  was  because  she  was 
smart,  were  in  the  dark  about  their 
daughter's  virtual  romance  until  that 
moment  when  she  was  packed  and  ready 
to  leave  for  Logan  airport.  They  learned 
that  she  had  paid  for  her  own  plane  fare. 
Mother  was  shocked,  speechless.  Father 
went  into  shame  and  rage.  The  Father 
slapped  the  daughter.  She  called  the 
police. 

Similar  kinds  of  legal,  family, 
sexual,  and  cultural  upheavals  are  report¬ 
ed  in  Asian  countries.  Despite  Asia's 
lower  living  standard  and  family  income 
compared  to  the  US,  the  total  number  of 
Asian  Internet  surfers  exceed  the  total 
population  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  polled  results.  That  is  not  surprising 
since  Corea,  Japan,  Singapore,  Taiwan 
and  Hong  Kong  enjoyed  a  head  start  with 
online  connections.  Though  India  and 
China  joined  the  group  late,  joint  public 
and  private  capital  investments  instantly 
boosted  their  Internet  capacity.  The  opin¬ 
ion  among  Asians  in  the  know  is  that 
aggressive  US  government  trans-Pacific 


claims  for  legal  rights  to  "Intellectual 
Property"  slowed  the  American  public 
presence  on  the  Internet  until  the  late 
1990s. 

After  the  US  government  led 
investments  blew  billions  into  the  dot  com 
financial  bubble,  a  creative  young  mind 
who  knew  how  to  write  thoughtful  pro 
forma  financial  statements  could  virtually 
apply  for  millions  from  eager  venture 
capitalists  with  generous  government  con¬ 
nections.  Among  the  Confucian  nations 
with  an  ancient  entrepreneurial  culture, 
pro  forma  financial  projections  are  neces¬ 
sary  investment  knowledge.  They  are 
meant  to  be  an  informational  guide. 

There  was  a  time  not  long  ago  when  the 
American  financial  institution  promoting 
itself  highly  respectable  and  beyond 
reproachful  speculation  looked  down  on 
pro  forma  statements  with  an  "as  good  as 
Chinese"  attitude.  As  it  is  now,  the  finan¬ 
cial  crisis  the  world  faces  is  influenced  by 
widespread  pro  forma  calculations  being 
used  as  de  facto  transactions. 

There  appears  to  be  more 
changes  with  standard  practice  and  con¬ 
ventional  thinking.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  press  about  another  sexual 
revolution  of  the  Internet  Age.  From  col¬ 
lege  campuses,  young  students  clicking  in 
and  out  of  chat  rooms,  courtship  with  a 
cut  and  paste  technology,  chatting 
through  Instant  Messages,  keeping  busy 
with  upstairs  and  downstairs  dormitory 
hookups,  all  these  are  expected  to  bring 
novel  American  romance  and  marriages. 
In  China,  the  availability  of  250  web  sites 
for  men  who  want  sex  with  men  across 
every  metropolitan  city  is  bringing  back 
pre-liberation  debates  on  sexual  mores 

and  family  relationships.  In  Japan, 
though  it  is  an  open  secret  for  the  longest 
time,  there  are  more  strained  cyber  argu¬ 
ments  about  Japanese  women  who  exclu¬ 
sively  desire  black  men  for  recreational 
uses. 

How  tradition  is  known  and 
understood  may  change,  but  as  before 
people  can  be  trusted  to  use  Internet 
information  most  appropriate  to  each  per¬ 
son's  intelligence. 

—Fred  Chin 

(Next  Issue,  Sampan  will 
include  a  list  of  websites  as  a  fol¬ 
low  UP  TO  THIS  STORY) 


CHINATOWN  PASSPORT 
PROGRAM 


Come  be  a  part  of  a  family 
program  for  children  under  12 
years  old  AND  their  parents  for  an 
annual  rate  of  only  $100.00! 

Saturdays  &  Sundays  1:00  to  4:00  PM 

We  Offer 

OPool  time  OPing  Pong 

CBadminton  ^Computer  Lab  time 
OGym  time  And  more! 

Contact  Leslie  Yee  at 
(617)  426-2237  or 
lvee@vmcaboston.org _ 


$15.00  savings  with  this 
advertisement  for  new  applicants! 


Wang  YMCA 
8  Oak  Street  West 
Boston,  MA  02116 

Inquire  within  about  available  scholarships 


FILM  REVIEW 

" New  Kids  on  the  Block" 

By  Liang  Qu 

Imagination,  curiosity  and  boundless  dreams  are  what  make  a  childhood 
complete.  We  expect  punishment  when  we  do  something  wrong,  and  com¬ 
fort  when  we  finally  learn  where  we  come  from.  The  "New  Kids  on  the 
Block"  film  screening,  which  is  part  of  the  Boston  Asian  American  Film  and 
Video  Festival,  tackles  this  childhood  theme  in  four  short  works:  "The 
Prescription"  by  Ham  Tran;  "Do  Wok  A  Do"  by  Michelle  Wong;  "Nupur"  by 
Apama  Malladi;  and  "Shoshin:  In  Your  Dreams"  by  Melissa  Kyu-Jung  Lee. 

"New  Kids"  is  sure  to  remind  its  audience  of  the  hardships  and 
rewards  of  growing  up. 

The  film  deals  with  the  consequences  of  childhood  curiosity.  "The 
Prescription"  follows  a  young  boy's  quest  to  run  an  errand  for  his  severe 
father.  He  is  to  go  to  the  herbalist  and  fetch  his  father's  herbal  package. 
However,  one  of  the  ingredients  in  the  package  sparked  a  bit  of  interest  in  the 
boy.  One  thing  leads  to  another,  and  the  contents  of  the  package  are  lost  to  the 
wind,  leaving  the  boy  to  the  terror  of  facing  the  punishment  that  inevitably 
awaits  him  at  home.  "The  Prescription"  has  an  old  fashioned  feel,  perhaps  it  is 
because  of  the  unique  film  used  in  its  production,  or  it  could  be  because  of  the 
personalities  and  behaviors  of  the  characters  come  across  as  being  from  anoth¬ 
er  time.  The  film  will  connect  with  any  viewer  despite  generation  gaps. 
Children  and  parents  will  relate. 

In  accordance  with  the  first  presentation's  son  and  father  relationship, 
"Do  Wok  A  Do"  deals  with  a  mother-daughter  bond,  as  well  as  childhood 
imagination.  Growing  up  in  the  small  town  of  St.  Paul.  Joanne's  life  revolved 
around  her  family's  restaurant,  and  extra-terrestrial  contact.  She  has  always 
taken  her  parents'  happiness  for  granted,  unquestionably  as  all  children  do, 
until  one  day  her  mother  told  a  curious  parable.  "Do  Wok  A  Do"  is  a  parable, 
in  itself,  of  escape.  As  much  as  we  like  to  escape  the  confines  of  our  own  lives, 
our  means  to  take  flight  can  prove  to  be  just  as  outlandish  as  those  of  a  child's. 

A  vivid  imagination,  along  with  curiosity,  is  a  timeless  characteristic 
of  children.  This  quality  is  greatly  expressed  in  Apama  Malladi's  "Nupur."  The 
film  tells  of  how  a  little  girl,  Nupur,  went  about  exploring  the  contents  of  her 
ancestral  home.  Her  insatiable  curiosity  gets  her  lost,  as  well  as  helps  her  find 
an  unknown  key  to  her  past:  the  spirit  of  a  past  ancestor.  Upon  being  found 
again,  measures  are  taken  to  make  sure  the  same  will  never  happen  again. 
Ankle  bracelets  and  a  marked  path  of  small  white  footprints  within  the  house 
prove  not  only  to  be  an  implement  in  guiding  the  girl  around  the  house,  but 
also  in  showing  her  the  path  of  her  culture  and  ancestors. 

However,  following  the  paths  of  ancestors  may  prove  to  be  difficult, 
especially  if  you  grew  up  in  a  society  that  stresses  the  importance  of  individu¬ 
ality  and  personal  goals.  As  the  conclusion  to  the  selection  of  short  films, 
Australian  filmmaker,  Melissa  Kyu-Jung  Lee's  documentary,  "Shoshin:  In  Your 
Dreams,"  discusses  personal  ambition  and  duty  to  family.  The  film  documents 
interviews  with  many  elderly  Korean  immigrants  with  broken  or  unfulfilled 
dreams  due  to  the  civil  wars  in  their  country.  However  these  persons  revived 
their  own  dreams  with  the  births  of  their  own  children,  hoping  the  children 
could  achieve  the  own  that  they  themselves  never  got  the  chance  to.  The  direc¬ 
tor  also  narrates  her  own  accounts  of  this  living-vicariously-through-children 
phenomenon  throughout  the  film. 

"New  Kids  On  the  Block"  provides  a  greater  selection  of  childhood 
memories.  It  does  not  matter  that  the  content  of  these  shorts  revolve  around 
the  Asian  culture,  audiences  of  all  racial  background  will  be  able  to  enjoy  and 
relate  to  the  issues  discussed.  (Presented  by  the  Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop  and  the  MFA.  Plays  March  20, 1:30  p.m.) 


Talking  About  Chinese  With  Raymond  Chang,  Author  of 
"Speaking  of  Chinese" 


By  Adam  Smith 

If  you  surf  through  the  Web  pages  of 
Amazon.com,  looking  to  see  what  books 
you  can  find  that  were  written  by  Raymond 
Chang,  a  chemistry  professor  at  Williams 
College,  you  will  find  enough  science  texts  to 
give  you  nightmares  of  the  Periodic  Table.  But, 
if  you  scroll  down  far  enough,  you'll  find  a  text 
by  Chang  and  his  wife  Margaret  Scrogin 
Chang,  that  is  science  free:  "Speaking  of 
Chinese." 

The  book,  which  the  Changs  recently 
revised,  is  a  179-page  lesson  on  everything 
you'd  learn  about  Chinese  if  you  were  to  learn 
Chinese  —  except  the  ability  to  speak  and  read 
the  language.  It  discusses  Chinese  characters, 
Chinese  history,  Chinese  culture,  the  value 
Chinese  place  on  their  calligraphy  and  the 
uncertain  future  of  the  3,000-year-old  language. 
It  also  tells  how  Chinese  culture  is  reflected  in 
its  language  and  how  Chinese  works,  gram¬ 
matically,  in  comparison  to  other  languages. 

Most  intriguing  about  the  book  is  that 
the  Changs  ask  where  will  the  Chinese  lan¬ 
guage's  usage  will  evolve  to.  They  argue  that 
with  China's  struggle  to  become  more  and 
more  technologically  advanced,  the  language's 
usage  is  changing.  The  thousands  of  thousand- 
year-old  characters  work  best  when  handwrit¬ 
ten,  not  when  collected  in  a  phone  book  or 
used  to  communicate  via  computers:  There's  no 
alphabetical  order  to  the  thousands  characters, 
they  are  not  phonetic  like  English's  27  letters 
are,  and  the  same  characters  can  represent  dif¬ 
ferent  words. 

Sampan  recently  interviewed 
Raymond  Chang,  to  find  out  about  his  co-writ¬ 
ing  of  the  book  and  his  views  on  the  future  of 
the  language. 

Sampan:  What's  your  background? 

Chang:  I  was  bom  in  Hong  Kong  and  grew  up 
in  Shanghai.  I  was  there  during  the  Japanese 
occupation  during  the  Second  World  War.  I 
(later)  went  to  London  and  then  to  the  United 
States  to  attend  graduate  school.  Margaret  (my 
wife  who  co-wrote  the  book)  is  a  native  of 
California. 

Sampan:  Why  did  you  two  decide  to  write  the 
book? 

Chang:  When  I  came  to  Williams  College  in  the 
late  1960s  there  was  no  Chinese  language 
department.  So,  during  the  college's  Winter 


Studies  session,  I  volunteered  to  teach  Chinese 
language  and  calligraphy.  It  was  very  popular. 
Then  my  wife,  who  is  a  writer,  and  I  started 
talking  about  it.  We  said:  why  not  write  an 
introduction  to  the  language.  The  first  edition 
came  out  in  1978.  Then  we  revised  it  recently 
because  the  Romanization  of  Chinese  is  now 
Pinyin  and  because  (we  wanted  to  discuss)  the 
impact  that  word  processing  is  having  on  the 
language. 

Sampan:  In  your  book,  you  say  that  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  the  Chinese  word  "Jian,"  which  means 
adultery,  reflects  sexism  in  Chinese  culture 
because  it  only  applies  to  men  who  commit 
adultery,  not  women.  (The  character  is  made 
up  of  three  of  the  same  characters,  each  mean¬ 
ing  woman.)  You  say  there  is  no  such  charac¬ 
ter  for  a  woman  who  commits  adultery.  Will 
talk  about  that? 

Chang:  We  just  put  that  in  there  as  a  little  joke. 
But  there  are  other  examples  of  male  domi¬ 
nance  (that  are  reflected  in  the  language).  For 
instance,  if  you  are  introducing  your  wife  in 
Chinese  you  say  literally,  "this  is  my  inside 
person,"  meaning  that  she  stays  inside.  If  a 
wife  introduces  her  husband,  it's  "this  is  my 
outside  person."  I'm  sure  these  are  no  longer 
used  in  China.  The  usage  is  now  different. 

Sampan:  You  say  that  with  the  popularity  of 
computers  and  e-mail,  soon  there  maybe  a 
generation  of  Chinese  who  can  read  but  not 
write  Chinese  characters.  You  say  this  will 
happen  and  is  happening  because  when  typ¬ 
ing  characters  on  a  computer,  the  typist  needs 
to  type  the  sound  of  the  word  and  then  select 
the  desired  character  from  a  menu  of  charac¬ 
ters  containing  the  same,  or  a  similar,  pronun¬ 
ciation.  You  say  that  this  means  computer¬ 
using  Chinese  will  be  able  to  read,  but  not 
write  characters  from  scratch.  How  soon  do 
you  think  this  will  happen? 

Chang:  It  will  take  some  years  to  really  show 
its  effect.  Think  of  American  kids  -  they  write 
some  sentences  into  a  computer  and  then  press 
a  button  to  check  the  spelling  and  the  computer 
recognizes  the  misspelled  words.  For  Chinese 
this  is  much  worse.  Calligraphy  is  no  longer 
compulsory  in  school.  Chinese  type  in  the 
sound  of  the  word  using  Pinyin  and  then  they 
get  a  choice  of  characters.  This  is  much  worse 
than  not  knowing  how  to  spell  correctly.  ...But, 
if  you  don't  do  this,  you  can't  play  the  game. 
You  can't  use  e-mail  or  computers. 


IS  IT  A  TIME  TO  CELEBRATE  IN  A  GOOD  PLACE! 

t  ^  n  n  h  %  x  *  .  _ 


It  does  not  need  to  be  expensive  to  advertise! 
Restaurant  Guide  English  Version  is 

going  to  on  Sampan  starting  June  2002  for 
six  months  except  August  Moon  Festival 
Issue.  Get  your  restaurant  prepared  for 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  New  Year. 

$380,6  Months 


Please  include  me  in  the  restaurant  guide. 


Name 


Sampan  Newspaper 
200  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Address 


City 


State  Zip 


ATTN:  Jada  Wang 

TEL:61 7-426-9492  Ext.206 
FAX:61 7-482-23 16 
EMAIL:  sampanads@aaca-boston.org 


Sampan:  In  your  book  you  say  that 
the  Chinese  use  the  word  "ma"  at 
the  end  question  sentence.  And  you 
say  that  for  some  time,  a  question 
mark  has  been  redundantly  tacked 
onto  the  end  of  those  sentences, 
though  they  end  in  "ma."  Tell  us 
more  about  punctuation  in  Chinese. 

Chang:  We  don't  have  things  like 
colons  or  semicolons.  Our  punctua¬ 
tion  is  not  anywhere  as  extensive  as 
in  the  English  language. 

Sampan:  At  the  end  of  your  book, 
you  talk  about  the  future  of  written 
Chinese.  You  say  that  to  advance 
technologically,  Chinese  language 
usage  will  need  to  change.  But  you 
say  that  the  changes  in  the  language 
that  are  needed  could  mean  "throw¬ 
ing  away  a  treasure  that  can  never 
be  regained."  Can  you  discuss  what 
you  mean  by  that? 

Chang:  China  is  forced  to  modernize 
with  the  modem  world.  Using  the 
Pinyin  Romanization  makes  Chinese 
forget  how  to  write  a  character.  It 
makes  Chinese  lose  touch  with  the 
language.  The  language  just  becomes 
a  tool  for  communicating.  Once  it's 
gone  you  can  never  recover  it.  It  will 
j ast  become  the  domain  of  scholars. 

The  Chinese  language  is 
changing  it's  character.  No  pun 
intended. 


QUINCY  POINT  CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH  HOMES,  INC. 
QUINCY,  MA  02169 


RESIDENCES  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 


Quincy  Point  Congregational  Church  Homes, 

Inc.  1000  Southern  Artery,  Quincy,  MA  02169  is 
now  accepting  applications  for  its  waiting  list. 
Quincy  Point  Homes  is  a  641  housing  facility  for 
the  elderly  financed  by  HUD. 

Contact:  Mrs.  Janet  Belcastro 

Administrative  Assistant 

617-471-1000 


MEETING  NOTICE 
BOSTON  CONNECTS,  INC. 


Board  of  Directors  will  meet  on  Tuesday, 

April  23,  2002  at  6pm. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  2201  Washington 
Street  in  Dudley  Square.  The  agenda  will 
include  program  investments. 

The  building  is  handicapped  accessible. 


For  further  information, 
please  call  617-541-2670. 
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HOUSE  FOR  SALE 


House  in  Quincy 
Brick  front  colonial 
for  sale 
4-5  bedrooms 
2  car  garage 
Central  air 
conditioning 
Central  Vacuum 
2.5  Bathroom 
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Retirement  Homes.  Inc. 


f=J 


^  m 

U  A  - 


□  % 

it 


7J5  —  Ik 
’  A 
IHI 

4  m  m 


fm  —  1^ 

il  A  f@ 

j?  m  £ 

£  /K  Bf 

0  ’  £ 
7  ft  0 

0  |5J  5(5 

0#  Wl 

m  7k 


5^  ^ 

M  & 
ic  E 
7J5  A 

4 

k  m 

k  4 
ffi  A 
A  4 

M  7Jn 

K  fl'J 


A/£  _ 
'  fl 

®sl 

n  '  # 
— 

0#g0^ 

m  • 

£  P 

A  Ag 

A  SS  f 

,  gf  ' 


%  ig 

7J5  it 

\itti 

m  a 
0  A 


it 

fh 


(A  fig  ft  A  0 
Mi  '  wa  ^  a. 

» j»  m  &  fsk 

’  i>5(5]^^ 

%L  ’  4-  0  jft 

’  4S 

11  -  £  HI  -  ^ 

/E 

P7  . . .  , 

i®  H.  Iilj  t4  7r 
7#  '  fi 
?R  J  1^  ^  FO 
5(5  —  is  m  ’ 


n 

vk 

$L 


I  r  41  la  2  g. 

p.t  t«  a  sti  m  % 


A 
fi 

5(5 

tfc 


El 

5^ 


9^  ft— s1!  :  &)t 


r  MMi+lfm  ?  a0^]^4fPs5c  r  j  -  4'7-fSP#  !  J 

f  ft4^ft4^  -  i  j 

»0&  ’  MW0^J^AW5|57 


ABsIiiEP^ 


IHP  j  ! 


^  a 


Ki  >&n« 

_ « _ 

Mi:  7^ 


J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons  •  Eastman  -  Waring 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 

KENNETH  F.  BENNETT 
FUNERAL  DIRECTOR 
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(617)536-4110  1-800-344-7526  (617)472-1137 


495  Commonwealth  Ave. 
(KENMORE  ttlKBfi) 

J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons 


Wellesley-Sudbury^all  River-  576  Hancock  St. 
Lynn-Fairhaven-Dartmouth-  (MOBILKKB&5I3® ) 
New  Bedford-Framingham- 

Peabody-Norwood4^arblehead  Dewar.  Funeral  Home 
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Leslie  Yee 
(617)  426-2237 

ee@ymcaboston.org 
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Wang  YMCA 
8  Oak  Street  West 
Boston,  MA  02116 
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Commonwealth  Funeral  Service,  Inc. 

1-800-472-9099 


mmmxmmm#  *  5Fdo  = 

^j?20  gauged  t (Steel)  tfii.  .  $3,800 
A&tf!  19  gauged  t (Steel)  it ii-  $4,700 
A  tit  If  f  «sr  M  If  (Solid  Copper)  itit  ■  $7,100 
A  If  f  <«  ffl  f  (Solid  Bronze)  it  H-  ■  $7,900 

2ATF^^$795 

H^p5Ifg(  Arthur  C.  Hasiotis) 
1642  Commonwealth  Ave.  (Rte  30) 
Brighton,  MA  02135 

SIS  (617)  232-3453  fgH  (617)  232-5685 

www.commonwealthfuneral.baweb.com 
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To:  Sampan,  200  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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City  of  Boston  -  Thomas  M.  Menino,  Mayor 


Charlotte  Golar  Richie,  Chief  of  Housing 

April  2002 


Wellington  Hill 


15  Deering  Road 
23  Wilcock  Street 
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$139,500 


2  Hansborough  Street 
78  Westmore  Road 
33  Courtland  Road 
42  Estella  Street 

$175,000^,# 
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Sargent  Street 
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29  Sargent  Street 
31  Sargent  Street 
33  Sargent  Street 
35  Sargent  Street 
14Cunningham  Street 
16  Cunningham  Street 

$135,000 


55  Hartford  Street 
47  Wayland  Street 
55  Wayland  Street 
44  Dewey  Street 
46  Dewey  Street 


$180,000 


■  fpitis 

■  2,3,4SA^ 

■  1,1.5, 2fli^.Pa1 

■ 

•  ttS 

•  St^«}gp 


4i@siaiiss 

kji§^s§ 


Stanwood  Street 


24  Stanwood  Street 
28  Stanwood  Street 
32  Stanwood  Street 

Single-Family  Homes 
at  $140,000 

55  Stanwood  Street 
59  Stanwood  Street 

$126,000 


8  Stanwood  Street 
12Stanwood  Street 
16  Stanwood  Street 
20  Stanwood  Street 
120  Stanwood  Street 
124Stanwood  Street 
103  Devon  Street 
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$180,000 


Br  m.  it  Jk  635-HOME  (4663) 

»  Cfe^4°^*5frPlUb  O 
%-HLjZ  .'  Charlestown,  Roxbury,  Dorchester. 
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Boston  Catholic  Chinese  Community  Children’s  Program 

SSSMifi 

^TillSTN^iR 

Summer  School  for  Grades  K  -  6 

-tsmfi  mm,  mm, 

Subjects:  classes  in  English,  math,  science,  Chinese,  and  other 
subjects. 

«*»»:  mmmmm,  mw§mmwo 

Recreation:  trips,  museum  visits,  and  other  activities. 

±liBM=  +  o  ati.  ¥ 

lA.BIST'FHWF  „ 

Time:  July  1  to  August  16,  2002,  altogether  7  weeks,  Mon  -  Fri,  9:00 
AM  to  3:00  PM. 

iteK  ;  Cathedral  0'^  O  ®±®»Sf!Jgffl595Sto 

Location:  Cathedral  Grammar  School,  595  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston. 

^5I^£$280o  [WJ-MIft,  !glAf4&$260,  B^i\L 
S.Xl±fi^^$250o 

Tuition:  $280  for  the  first  child  in  the  family,  $260  for  the  second 
child,  and  $250  for  each  additional  child. 

:  Tel:  508-785-1785 

Registration:  Call  Mee  Chan  at  508-785-1785  in  the  evening.  Or  send 
an  e-mail  tojwong@edc.org 

— 

27  years  of  experience 
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IMMIGRATION  LAW 

1  ROBERT  J. 

GAYNOR 

ATTORNEY 

7  ®  100  State  St.,  10th  fl.  jt 
®  ™  Boston,  MA  02109  B 

3*  ^  (617)723-6200  jig 

I  h  A 

m 

m 
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ft 

it  Permanent  Resident  Status 
/Green  Card 

★  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

★  Temporary  Work  Visas/HIB 

★  iftaToj 

it  Labor  Certifications 

★  National  Interest  Waivers 

★  Outstanding  Researchers 

★*mw*A* 

★  Investors 

★  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

★  AH 

34  Years  Experience 

!t$aM§R#  • 

ll 

WILLIAM  W.  SOOHOO  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
1146  WASHINGTON  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02118 
^IS: (617)482-1553(H  *  @  '  ^0J!S) 


’  Dunkin’  Donuts 


Personal  Injuries  18At1t 

Car  Accidents  it*  -t  >h 

Criminal  Cases  Mfltft 

Banknjptcy  j/Ol 

Divorce 

Establishment  of  a  Corporation  &  S]  jfi,  j. 


Purchase  or  Sale  of  Business  &  Homes  %&.&&.  K  t 


Immigration 

Work  Visas  (HI  B,  0-1 ,  L-1 ).  J-1 
Labor  Certification 
(Cook,  Software  Engineer) 
Priority  Worker 
Outstanding  Researcher 
National  Interest  Waiver 
Asylum 

Deportation  Appeals 
Family-Based  Visa  Petitions 


(44-A#  •  •  &♦ 

*-  fc*  -  ***»#.) 

fltsfc/v*  +<1f 

xtteAH 

tU MTR. 


-  »r;*S  •  ffl*5EfUKflB**S*M  •  «»S*  (-BTU) 

•S*  (B»S«)  •  (  Boston  Globe  )  »  (  San  Francisco  Chronicle  )  Kranni$t*K*  • 


LEGAL  NOTICE 

The  Quincy  Housing  Authority  is  requesting  proposals  for  Project-Basing 
Section  8  assistance  for  existing  housing  projects.  The  QHA  is  allowed  to 
make  available  a  maximum  of  1 80  units  of  Section  8  Project-Based  Assis¬ 
tance,  depending  upon  funding  availability.  At  the  current  time,  the 
Authority  is  contemplating  making  available  20  units.  This  number  may 
change  as  the  Authority’s  ‘lease  up’  of  available  assistance  changes  or  if 
the  Authority  receives  additional  assistance.  Only  proposals  submitted  in 
response  to  this  advertisement  will  be  considered.  The  PHA  selects  it  pro¬ 
gram  participants  based  upon  HUD  regulations,  lottery  number  (or  date 
and  time  of  application)  and  local  residency  preference  (upon  its  imple¬ 
mentation  date).  Copies  of  the  Request  for  Proposals  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Quincy  Housing  Authority,  contact  Terry  Champion  at  (617) 
847-4350.  Proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Quincy  Housing  Authority 
Attention:  Kathleen  Healy,  80  Clay  Street,  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  02170, 
until  2:00  p.m.  ,  on  May  31,  2002.  The  Awarding  Authority  (QHA  Board 
of  commissioners)  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  proposals. 

EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  HOUSING 
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02116  Af#A5- 617-482-2316  o 

4 'i.f’irffl  '.  $30/year  (3rd  class  mail);  $60/year  (1st  class  mail). 
AUSA^A^Aif ^  :  is£r 617-426-9492  ext.  206 
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Final  arrangements  don’t 
have  to  be  fancy  or 
expensive.  At  The  Cremation 
Society  of  Massachusetts, 
there  are  no  hidden  costs, 
just  honest  answers. 

Send  for  a  free  brochure  now. 


Please  send  a  free  cremation  brochure  to: 


Name 


Address 


City 


State  Zip 


Cremation  Society 
of  Massachusetts 

26  Adams  St.,  Quincy,  MA  02169 
or  Call  1-800-696-5887  - 

Visit  our  Website  at  -J  bbb 

www.csofma.com 
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April  19  -  May  3,  2002 


SAMPAN 


1 

4 


fj3  'll'  (Boston  Medical  Center)  HealthNet  Plane. 

mi : 

•  RTi4&ffcg 

•  Sii-T^«^^Se^E4Ah^rl5tl .  &&CVS, 

Louis  &  Clark  >  OSCO  A  Walgreens 

•  +£sfc+£&TJL* *«T$&»8«l 

•  ftftSFWIS 

’  liMIS  =  1-800-792-4355 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  C  E  N  T  E  R  "V V~'\  ^ 

Health/lfef  Plan  A 

^  ■f’’  tfel£  •  Codman  Square  Health  Center  •  Dorchester  House  Multi  Service  Center 
•  East  Boston  Neighborhood  Health  Center  •  Geiger-Gibson  Health  Center  •  Harvard  Street  Neighborhood 
Health  Center  •  Boston  Health  Care  for  the  Homeless  Program  •  Manet  Community  Health  Center 

•  Mottapan  Community  Health  Center  •  Neponset  Health  Center  •  Roxbury  Comprehensive  Community  Health  Center 

•  South  Boston  Community  Health  Center  •  South  End  Community  Health  Center  •  Upham's  Comer  Health  Center 

•  Greater  Roslindale  Medical  and  Dental  Center  •  Whittier  Street  Health  Center  •  Boston  Medical  Center 


IMMIGRATION  LAW 

Attorney  Nancy  J.  Harrington 
Attorney  Daniel  P.  Harrington 


*  Temporary  Work  Visas  (H-1B,  0-1,  L-l.R- 

*  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

*  Labor  Certification  Applications 

*  National  Interest  Waiver  Petitions 

*  Outstanding  Researcher  Petitions 

*  Intra-Company  Transeferee  Petitions 

*  Religious  Worker  Petitions 

*  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

*  Deportation  Proceedings 


1)  *  i^^-$£(H-lB,0-l,L-l,R-l) 

*#x-f 

*  R. 

*  -is 


171  Milk  Street,  Suite  24 
Boston,  MA  02109 


(617)  482-3800 

E-mail:  Harrington-Law@Juno.Com 
WEB  SITE:  WWW.BOSTONIMMIGRATION.COM 


